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“MEMORANDUM POR: Chief, Sino-Soviet Bloc Area © | 





THROUGH ©. : Chief, Foreign Policy Branch . 
Fs fa t Chief, Soviet Division. — 7 LS 
FROM 77 7 ; oa ee ee pes ah 


SUBJECT _ $ The Arrival of Soviet Military Aid to | | 
; . the DRV May be Imminent _ _ 


‘ " : - 





1, There is-recent evidence suggesting that the ar=+ 
vival of the long expected Soviet military aid in North . ; 
Vietnam may be imminent, Last month Soviet spokesmen con-~ a 
sistently maintained that difficulties with the Chinese * 
had been ironed out and that Russian aid was en route by . L4 | 








. duh yall through China to the DRV. In early April .the North 
5 yw | | Viethamese chargé in Moscow reportedly advised the Cam- 
mM 2. bodian ambassador that..Soviet supplies were “on the,way.” 
O. (pi) fa midztert ¢n&Chinese ambassador irene a iat 
Py ey - . . *tthat although Peiping had réfused to al- 
: Stale f\low tH@ passage Of 50 Soviet planes~-or flights--and per-~ 


‘| lt . sonnel with military equipment through China, it. had - 
yJagreed to rail transit and Russian supplies "were now flow- 


ng." . 3 4 


'. 2, Since rail transit of Communist China can be ac~ . 
complished within a week, it appears that, as expected, 

not all Russian-Chinese friction bad been alleviated when 

the first reports of the Sino-Soviet agreement were received, - 
Recent indications, however, suggest that in. early May sig- 
nificant quantities of Soviet materiel may have begun to - 
_move through south China by rail, and that such shipments 

may include high-performance Soviet fighter aireraft. 


strictions along main rail lines in sough China may have 
peen intended to conceal the passage of military equipment-~ 
possibly the long-awaited Soviet aid~-to North Vietnan. 
Evidence received over the past few days indicates that 

the North Vietnamese may be preparing to receive additional 
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3. The imposition early this month of travel reo | ij 
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aircrait. to be used to counter US and South Vietnamese 
alr strikes, Recent photographic analysis reveals that 
several North Vietnamese airfields are being readied for 
use as recovery or dispersal bases for jet aircraft, More+ - 
over a number of reports point to a stepped-up training 
program in both China and the DRY for Vietnamese oa 
DELON ER: : 
” es 5. 
4. Hanoi may have a stead ea es: of personnel 
. "trained in the operation of fighter aircraft systems, Last 
' August at about the time of the Tonkin Gulf incidents, a ° 
large number of Vietnamese flight trainees~-some of whomy, 
perhaps about 200, reportedly were trained by the Soviets 
.in piloting MIGs--seturned_to North Vietnam from the USSR, ~ . 
An additional report from | cae “|source indicates that - 
North Vietnamese officer candidates were receiving pilot, 
radio operator, and radar specialist training in Poland 
'. prior to Novenber 1964, ; a 


+ mee 5. ft is possible that uesierienten Soviet. fighters 
~~perhaps . MIG 2is--are included in the rail shipments which 
‘ maf arrive imminently in the DRV, This would be, consistent 
with Soviet claims that Moscow is providing all necessary 
assistance to increase the defense potential of North Vietnam, 
‘. and with other evidence, such as the SAM missile site de~ 
tected near Hanoi, that Soviet military aid wlll primarily 
assume the form of weapons for air defense, If advanced ~ 
_ Boviet fighters do arrive by rail in the DRV, it would take 
some time to make them operational, During the Russian . 
wilitary buildup in Cuba, Soviet technicians ‘needed about 
twenty-one days to ready MIG 21s for operational use, | 
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